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Due to the influence of multiple devices, the appeal of global digital games has
decreased. Social games, web games and mobile games have become the new focus.
The market for digital games in Taiwan has suffered a downturn in recent years. Game
enterprises have tried to find new opportunities outside the domestic market. The
development of the digital game industry in China has become an important issue for
Taiwanese enterprises. Large enterprises such as Tencent Holdings, NetEase and Shanda
Interactive have great influence on global digital games. Based on a prediction made by
MIC of the Institute for Information Industry, China's market scale for the computer and
mobile game industries in 2012 will reach CNY$52.7 billion. As China has a huge market
population and similar cultural background as Taiwan, and with regular meetings between
enterprises of China and Taiwan each year, Taiwanese game enterprises see entering the
China market as one of their objectives. Therefore, grasping the development of the digital
game industry in China and understanding its dynamics and business models are important

to Taiwanese game enterprises.

In light of this, the research scope of this special issue covers computer games and
mobile games in China. Moreover, this research further divides computer games into
computer online games, web games and social games, whereas mobile games are divided
into stand-alone games and mobile online games for discussion. This research also analyzes
the general development of China's digital game industry, its current market, governmental
policies, game products and technology platforms. Along with the dynamics and business
model analyses of representative enterprises, this research attempts to understand the
development of digital games in China from various perspectives, such as industry, market,
and enterprises, explore potential opportunities for Taiwanese enterprises' development in

the future, and provide related suggestions for enterprises' future strategic allocation.

i | © 2012 (ITIS)
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