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Abstract-Copper Industry

» > Global Market<<

» »Domestic Applications<<

»The 2009 global copper market was over
supplied by 179 thousand metric tons.
Markets in Europe, the USA and Japan
were shattered and registered sharp falls
in demand; China, on the other hand,
enjoyed huge growth due to domestic
demand and accounted for 40% of global
consumption.

»As a result of global economic
slowdown, copper prices at international
markets were cut down by 25% to
US$5,177/metric  tons in terms of
yearly-average spot price.

»Copper products in-Taiwan are mainly for
domestic market, “with the largest category
being wires and cables. Taiwan is_highly
dependent on imports of raw copper, and
the 2009 domestic consumption totaled 0.5
mil metric tons, ranking 8" in the world.

»O0n the whole, the market was affected by
economic slowdown, and diminished orders
had led to lower demand for semi-finished
goods. Both import and export markets had
registered significant decline.

> »>Products Trends<<

» »Industrial Foresight<<

»Thanks to the growth in autotronic
products and automotive markets in
newly industrialized countries, copper
products have great growth potential;

»Promote high-efficiency systems  for
energy conservation and performance
improvement;

»Effectively promote copper applications
in the areas of architecture, decoration
and medical and health.

<-As low-price strategy is gradually losing its
competitive edge in a changing industrial
environment, the make-or-break for
Taiwan’s copper industry will lie in how to
upgrade its melting & casting technologies
and facilities and to improve R & D
capacity of copper materials and alloys.

» »Strengths <<

» > Weaknesses< <

<-Semi-finished copper product processing
and periphery industries in Taiwan have
formed a comprehensive network of
partnerships and a wealth of experiences
have  been accumulated in the
manufacturing process technologies and
procurement channels

<-Highly flexible production capacity
enables small-volume customized
orders

>difficult in securing materials that are
susceptible to price fluctuations at
international markets;

»>labor shortage and insufficient supply of R
& D talents;

» Insufficient input of R & D energy from the
public and private sectors.

» »>Opportunities< <

> > Threats<<
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<-Demand increases drastically as
infrastructure development and major
projects continue expanding in new
markets like China and India;

<-Energy and automotive industries have

»Slow recovery of global economy coupled
with a multitude of external variables
that are beyong control;

»Over concentration of exports to China
market may lead to. heightened trade

higher demand for  semi-finished risks;

products; »Chinese companies.are swiftly expanding
<-Fast growth in copper demand in production capacity, posing an

medical and health industry due to the increasing threat to domestic

bactericidal strength of copper; companies;

<-Increasing importance attached to R&D
of copper recycling technologies

»Low-price strategies of companies. from
Korea and China heats up competition

»Enhance risk awareness to minimize losses

» Assist companies in coming to grips of t
emerging markets to expedite deployment

»Form strategic partnerships ‘with. othe
international markets.

due to price fluctuations;

rends in demand for copper semi-products in
in overseas markets;

r “industries to enhance competiveness at

.
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