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Technology Trends and Market Opportunities for Diabetes

Control and Monitoring
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Abstract

Diabetes is a group of chronic diseases that pose the most serious threat to
human health; patients may suffer from complications such as nephropathy,
cardiovascular diseases, peripheral limb necrosis and blindness. The United
States Centers for Disease Control predicted that one-third of children born after
year 2000 may be afflicted with the disease, and according to estimates by the
International Diabetes Federation (IDF), the global population of adult diabetes
patients (20~79 years old) will reach 440 million by year 2030, 7.8% of the
world’s total adult population. Currently, total worldwide expenditures on
diabetes diagnosis, treatment and care are'well over 300 billion US dollars.

Taiwan’s investment efforts in diabetes monitoring and care industries are
primarily supported by the vendors of blood glucose meters. In recent years, the
field has become a testing ground for cross-industry electronic manufacturers
who wish to establish a foothold in the medical equipment market. However,
blood glucose meters are only part of the basic tools of diabetes care; in the future,
if vendors can systematically plan for a combination of diabetes monitoring and
care products, it will help raise their competiveness in global markets.

This report explores the potential for future diabetes monitoring product
applications and possible development bottlenecks in the context of changes in
market demand and global development. In addition, we discuss prospective
application opportunities and product trends in the next 3 to 5 years through
analysis of trends in diabetes monitoring technology. Finally, from the point of

view of Taiwanese vendors, we analyze the competitive advantages, niche
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product investments and technical capacity of Taiwan’s manufacturers, in order to
determine ideal products and raise the added value and competitiveness of

Taiwan’s industries.
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