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— Abstract

(The 5 ASEAN Emerging Markets - Telecommunications and
Opportunities) studies communication technology adoption, subscriber
profiles,  penetration @ of  communication  products and
telecommunication industry profitability of the countries in the 5
ASEAN Emerging Markets.

Although the geographic locations of the 5 ASEAN Emerging
Markets countries are close, the patterns of development of each
country are vastly different. Since the telecommunication industry
depends on infrastructure which is generally scaled at a nationwide
level, its development not-only concerns -national ‘economics and the
financial capability of service provider, but also depends on local
policies which may benefit or hinder development.

Considering economics, consumers in poor countries usually have
limited expenditures. They cannot afford high communication fees and
may not be willing to adopt new technology due to cost. The
government also has | financial 'difficulties in 1mproving the
telecommunications infrastructure and creating a sound development
environment. Considering policies, some countries create open and
free markets for telecommunication and attract numerous strategic
investors. Conversely, countries with closed markets and limited
consumer expenditure cannot provide vendors with profitability
resulting in less investment, especially of foreign capital.

For development opportunities, the profitability of the
telecommunication industry in the 5 ASEAN Emerging Markets is
constrained by low ARPU (Average Revenue per User). In some
countries like Vietnam, the telecommunications industry is held by the
government, so foreign investment cannot penetrate the local market.
For these markets, the opportunities for small and medium-sized
Taiwanese vendors reside in peripheral areas such as mobile apps,
media and games.
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